
stable prices for standard commodities Avas re-

indorsed by the House, and plans were outlined
for securing federation of all state associations
with the American Pharmaceutical Association.

NURSES FROM THE WALTHAM TRAINING
SCHOOL.

West Newton, Mass.
Mr. Editor:—
For many years it has been my privilege to recom-

mend to patients the nurses educated at the Waltham
Training School.
I desire to bear testimony that these nurses have

given satisfaction ; that, in my opinion, they are
second to none in their' devotion to their patients, in
their adaptability to the demands of private nursing,
and in their endeavor to be of real service in all
ways in the homes where sictness and sorrow have
entered.
To say that such nurses are unworthy to serve as

Red Cross nurses or in any public capacity, or that
they are ineligible to membership in any society of
nurses is such an unreasonable position that it is
almost unbelievable.
My understanding of the Waltham Training School

is that the stiffness of the course, the character of
the training, and the thoroughness of it are such as
to place its graduates above any criticism, according
to present-day standards.
It would. I think, throw some light on a situation

that is quite unbearable if the authorities of the
Training School or Dr. Alfred Worcester would
publish the record of positions of responsibility in
hospitals and training schools which have been and
are occupied by its graduates.
My impression is that this would show very well

that these nurses have had the best sort of training.
Frank M. Sherman.

RADIUM TREATMENT.
Boston, August 28, 1919.

Mr. Editor:—
The last two numbers of the Journal have placed

before your readers very interesting and valuable in-
formation on the use of radium as a weapon against
disease in the hands of the surgeon. It would seem,
however, that Dr. Greenough takes a much more
conser\*atlve stand than does Dr. Bryant, but all must
freely admit, yes, advocate, that in the use of so

powerful a substance as radium, conservatism is of
the utmost importance. And for the same reason,
every bit of reliable information on this subject is
of extreme value and should be widely published.
For several years, as a member of the radium staff

at the Carney Hospital, and due to the courtesy of
Prof. M. Douglas Flattery, the donor of the radium,
the writer has had opportunity to test the efficacy
of this powerful and mysterious element of nature
along certain lines, and to such extent as the amount
of the substance would permit, viz. : dermal and sub-
dermal pathology as met with in warts, keloids, kéra-
toses, naevi, localized acnoid grouping (facial), ob-
trusive scar tissue, moles, sessile indurations, rodent
ulcers, and epithelioma.
As a result of such experience I am very glad to

state that, excepting one case of the last mentioned
group, so far as I know, radium has been one hun-
dred per cent, perfect, though many of the cases have
required persistent treatment extending over a period
of some months.

I will speak briefly of two cases—that of the men-
tioned failure in the epithelioma, and one other be-
cause of its peculiar character. In the former, ow-
ing to my not knowing that radium should never
follow the use of the x-ray, my attempt to treat an
epithelioma on the cheek of an elderly woman only
made matters very much worse, the malignant process
spreading out in all directions and the unfortunate
victim, after a trial of the methods advocated at the
Huntington Hospital, left for her family home in
Canada to spend the few remaining months she had
to live. Had this case been treated In the beginning
by radium, there would have been no question about
her prompt reco\Tery.
The second case was that of a girl of twenty with

a good family history, and herself, barring the local
pathology, in perfect health. For something over three
years she had been the distracted possessor of a re-
current crop of eruptions on her chin. This colony
made its appearances very regularly every three
Aveeks, but had no association with the menstrual
periods. The eruptive points, some of them the size
of a small pea, averaged about twelve in number.
Of the group a certain proportion would abort, as
it were, while the others would go on to breaking
down stage, emitting a muco-purulent fluid and drying
up promptly, the process existing about nine days.
Because of the patient's occupation—an actress—
this sort of thing was very embarrassing for her,
and she had gone to great expense at the hands of
dermatologists in her efforts to cure the disease.
Coming to my office one day with another member
of her company whom I was taking care of for a
trouble having nothing to do with the skin, she
incidentally called my attention to her own disability,
which, just at that time, was in a state of actiA-ity.
I made an appointment for á week later, when I ap-
plied five milligrams of radium, screened, for one
half hour, and that ended the matter, there having
been not the slightest evidence of the disease there-
after.
It is very unfortunate for all concerned that the

cost of this unique surgical instrument is so great,
and we hope that the time will come when ex-

isting methods for its release from the ore—I note
that one of the writers refers to it under the or-

thography of canotite (It was my impression that
this matrix was named for^ a President of France—
Carnot.)—will have been perfected to such a degree
as to permit its sale at a reasonable figure so' that
the profession can make general use of radium. As
it is today, hoAvever, it would seem well nigh indispen-
sable in the hands of dermatologists.

James Brown Thornton.

SOCIETY NOTICE.
Essex North District Medical Society.—The

quarterly meeting of the Essex North District Medical
Society will be held at the Wolfe Tavern, State Street,
Newburyport, Wednesday, Sept. 24, 1919, at 2 p.m.

1 »inner will be served at 2 p.m.. Following the
business meeting, these papers will be presented :

Food Problems from a Hygienic and Economic Point
of View, M. Victor Safförd, M.D., of Boston, Past
Assistant Surgeon, United States Public Health
Service; and Food Problems from the Point of View
of Administrative Control, William C. Woodward,
51.D., of Boston, Health Commissioner of the City of
Boston.
The next meeting of the Censors will be held Thurs-

day, Nov. 7, 1919, at 2 p.m., at Hotel Bartlett, Haver-
hill. Applicants should present their diplomas to the
Secretary at least one week before the date of meeting.

J. J. O'Sullivan, M.D., President,
J. Forrest Burnham, M.D., Secretary.
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